THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

SATURDAY, MARCH 13™ 4:30PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 14™ 1 1:00AM

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH, CONOVER, NC



PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We stand.
OPENING HYMN “Amazing Grace”
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1A - maz - ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has  prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall  fail And
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
f) rm— . . .
| ] | | I I ;. T ] I . ™ I f ]
1 - T [ 1 ] 1 11 7 1
(3] ' ! ' ) &
saved a wretch like me! I once was lost  but
Word my  hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We've no less days to
o) p—
| Y | I 1 T | 1 f T 1 |
— — e
. =2 & —_—
now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long  as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 1s-4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We just deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive
us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and
soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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C Amen.
We sit.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. And the people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we
loathe this worthless food.” Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. And the
people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to
Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is
bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set
it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent
and live.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 107:1-9
P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
C for his steadfast love endures forever!

P Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he has redeemed
from trouble

C and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the
west, from the north and from the south.

P Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city to
dwell in;
C hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.

P Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered
them from their distress.

C He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell

in.

P Let them thank the LorD for his steadfast love, for his wondrous
works to the children of men!
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C For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills
with good things.
EPISTLE LESSON Ephesians 2:-1-10
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom
we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in
the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them.

P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
We stand.
VERSE FOR LENT
f) | ‘ . | ] P—
[ 1 I | I T | | I | | | | |
t@‘ —o — i p m— ——
Q) I r J ‘ r | i
Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for He is gra-cious and
ﬁ ' ' | A A H
AL { I I — = | I h - P m—
g . |
mer -ci - ful, slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in

o 'i:' — = ——— q
5 — —~

stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.

HoLY GOSPEL John 3:14-21
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3" chapter.
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C Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal
life.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed
in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the light has
come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light
because their deeds were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates
the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly
seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
We sit.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “God Loved the Word So That He Gave”
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
f) # , , , .
I##:: —— —— ] 1 .; il il — —
I \.\-)u i ] I r i' —=— — P —
Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav - ing  grace is  nigh; His  Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
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Continued on next page.
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If you are sick, if death is near,

This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON Pastor Michael Geml

We stand.
NICENE CREED

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and

the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
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And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

P Isaiah wrote, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above Him
stood the seraphim. . . . And one called to another and said:

C ‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of His glory!””

P When Jesus entered Jerusalem, “those who went before and
those who followed were shouting,

C ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!’”



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be lifted up
upon the cross. Looking up to Him by the faith Your Spirit has
given us, we see Your grace in saving us, from being dead in sin
to living with You in everlasting life.

Gathered in His name, we ask that You forgive, renew, and
strengthen us as we receive His body and blood in this
Sacrament. Receive us together with all the faithful from the
ends of the earth that we may celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the
Hoy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

PAX DOMINI

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We sit.

DISTRIBUTION

We stand.
DISMISSAL



PoOsST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
C and His mercy endures forever.

P Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh,
C we give thanks that through this Sacrament You have again
strengthened our faith in Your saving grace that through
Christ we are freed from being dead in sin to being alive to
You;

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN “Christ, the Life of All the Living”
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2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds and stripes,
6 Thou hast suf - fered great af - flic - tion And hast borne

7 Then, for all thatwrought my par-don, For Thy sor - rows
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death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
pa - tient - ly, E - ven death by cru - ¢ - fix - ion,
deep and sore, For Thine an - guish in the  Gar - den,
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To the dark - est depths of woe:  Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my

Ful - ly to a - tone for me; Thou didst choose  to
I will thank Thee ev - er - more, Thank Thee for Thy
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death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life in - her - it.
soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er
be tor - ment - ed That my doom should be pre - vent - ed.

groan - ing, sigh - ing, For Thy bleed -ing and Thy dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
tri - um-phantcry, And shall praise Thee, Lord,on high.

For that last

Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
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